BOSWELL. " Then, Sir, what is poetry ? " JOHNSON.
" Why, Sir, it is much easier to say what it is not. We all
know what light is ; but it is not easy to tell what it is."

BOSWELL (from The Life of Samuel Johnson)

I am inclined to think that both the writers of books,
and the readers of them, are generally not a little un-
reasonable in their expectations. The first seem to fancy
that the world must approve whatever they produce, and
the latter to imagine that authors are obliged to please
them at any rate. Methinks, as on the one hand, no single
man is born with a right of controlling the opinions of all
the rest; so on the other, the world has no title to demand,
that the whole care and time of any particular person
should be sacrificed to its entertainment. Therefore I
cannot but believe that writers and readers are under
equal obligations, for as much fame, or pleasure, as each
affords the other.

POPE (from Preface to The Poems)

The pattern, the idea, the ecstasy : it is for these that we
must read, not for the word, the fact, the material out of
which they are wrought.

T. EARLE WELBY (from The Dinner Knell)
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